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He was essentially a man of order. Dis-
obedience or even the questioning of authority
were sins in his eyes. "The essence of the
episcopate is government/5 he wrote, and govern-
ment must be obeyed. This resolve to bring the
religious orders to heel caused Manning to write
in 1883 a very curious book, which he called The
Episcopal Office. It was read by Ullathorne, who
strongly urged that it should not be published,
but it was privately printed in 1885, an(i> thanks
to the kindness of Mr. Shane Leslie, I am able to
quote from this little known and very curious
volume. In intention, as I have said, it is a cry
for obedience in a lawless world :

" The spirit of the day is independence, and it
acknowledges no law above itself. Religion with
many is piety and emotion, without submission
to authority, or the recognition of a law to which
all are subject. And this impatience of authority
and control arises not only from insubordination
of the will, but also from the independence of the
intellect, which is ever reducing to a minimum
the reach of authority and the obligations of
obedience. Some Catholics seem to revel in
reducing the obedience they owe to the Vicar
of our Lord, to the Episcopate, to the priesthood,
and to the credenda and agenda of the Catholic life,
within the smallest and narrowest proportions.